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SSEMOfiANDUM FOB: J. ED.GAR HOOVES 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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JJfUB: 



b6 
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t 



yo.ur Bureau, 



1. Referen ce recent conversation between b6 
and | b6 fr his office. 

2. Attached are Agent Beports., dated 16 December 1959, reflecting 
results of interview of SUBJECT concerning Robert Welch, Incorporated, 
and the John<Biroh Society ; Agent Beport, dated 16 December 1959, re- 
flecting the resuLt-s of a citizenship check, and Agent Report, dated 22' 
December 1959, covering local agency checks. 

3. No further action is contemplated by this, office. 

For the assistant chief of staff for inmii 
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ItOBHX WELCS, ISGCCtPt&ft&B} 
Belsotit 78/'Hs*se«teas*tts 



jwBfsr 



JJbJL 



DmaMfajiy 19Sy,| b6 1 1 b6 I 

1 1 be I Boston OaErgg^r* goto** m totgrtisi 

i, at B*«dq**t5«ii7»clcn m« 108th CIS dreito, Be»€«ft Jtmf 



bg 11 b6 " I Boston un^aysat^Btwton, anas in t sg ilss e d , 

at n«r request, 

Base,. Boston, cooc »raLng inferaetion which she fAt would 1m «f interest te 
the United States Qorenawnt* Scores stated sabstantially a* ftllflWt 

In June 1959, shortly after her arrival in the United States fre* 
h«r natlva Germany, Source visited the German Consulate, H62 Bsylsicsi Street, 
Boston, in sa effor t to gain assistance In obtaininc employment, in Beaten* 

• Source spoke with a | b6 l a noeber at the Bcwnonie Section 

• of tha Consul ate . She out lined her oottVLd arable ^eernalistin es^risnoe ia 
~~ ZD »ndl b6 ~1 su*. Rested that aha contact Xr. Rotart Walsh, aha 

maintains offices at 385 Concord avo ooq, ~ 
nm of HOBBRT WELCH, HIOtJSPQBATED. \~bQ 



b6 | and) b6 , „ 

Bolso nt, ftwaaSoaetta, eadsr tha 
_ _ Z Hatatad that Wale* *» tha 
editor of American Opinloc, • Monthly publication which ia d*liv«r*4, gratis, 
monthly, to th« Consulate. 



1 experience and aatiaXial hinself that aha wee not 
iieaed to tha office maintained by the _Jeew» Birch 



Source im ported to Welsh and after a brief discussion, during which 
ha ascertained har j b6 
a (kassunist, Source was essi 

Society , km concern* her attitode towards Cowwnnism, Welch opined that all 
ijtnuuu are still Basis at heart and, therefore, antl-Cii— .ul st« Welch in- 
formed Source' that the John Birch Society was lb ended In 1953. hat had bean 
relatively inaetlva until January 1959, *en be started to derate sore time " 
to it . . Source was taken downstaire to the of f ice of tha Society, tsiich is 
located in tha basement at 365 Concord Avenue, Belmont. Scarce spant apprex- 
immtcly Hover veeks in thin office, about half of which tine mas spent reeding 
material published by Welch, by way of indoctrination into the oCflss* The 
remainser of tha tiao maa spent in deiag routine clarieal work* Caring her 
•hart stay in this of flee', Soeroe asosrtainad tha following, from personal 
observation and from coararaationa with other Society eaplfiy oea i 



Tbe Society did not become really eetiwe sntil Canary 195°, 
when Welch held e weetlng at a country clnb, nana wntoswa, in snlmeet. 
Approximately 200 parsons mere invited to this easting, all of whom sere 
aoorored by Welch prior to the actual invitation. Welch was the sale speaker 
for this occasion. His speech lasted for eight hours and was Welch »a sTalse- 
tion of the Coawinirt threat to the United States, and the need fer an organ- 
ization to awaken and protect tha flailed States from thl£ menace. Sowrce has 
heard a taped recording of the speech, but could recall -.few spsalflss,. sinca 
the length of tha tape, six hours, made it too long and 'boring for easy 
assimilation, this meeting was a bid for meatberahip into the John Birch 
Society, and those ore sent were giren meshership blanks to complete and 
submit, if interested. The membership gained' Iron this meeting Is unknown 
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to So arc*. All flies oonc*TOla« aembership, flnsnoos, correspond one* , and 
research material pertaining to the Society is aslntalnod is th* Socioty 
oI\fic* at 3fl? Concord Aveade, Belmont, .mployoee of the offlo*, as -of 20 
Seotenber 19S°i verei 



36 .1 1 5 6 - , a 

eocodd only to Welch la author ity* Ho is cktgjeBgy lulaliifnt and a 
persuaalv* speaker. I b6 jf J jsresently employed >jy the Bow Baglaad Kdtaal 
Insurance Company, Boston, as lssistant Medica l Bireoto r. Ho i» tlM in 
charge of th* Belm ont Cha p ter of tho Society. I b6 Ib old* a 
in tho | b6 l«ad attend* r ***ir e * meetings rofttlarly. 



employed as 



a plr 



b6 



Twlf* of j b6 



t-nn* feiirical assistant. 



b6 



To^io 



address nnknotm, A* pack* p*bli*atiDne -for 
Post Offie*. Bo is- not * amaher of tho 



doliTory and carries nail 
Sooloty tad roeoiToo a aal^ory of |T5 P«r vock* 

J b6 fc phonofcU) residing at an nnknoau utereas in 

or ago, and a graduate of an unknown Jesuit eollogo in tho 
vicinity of Boston, wher* ho eejored in Economic*. Bo has amy soqoaintaneos 



in Catholic religious oiroloa in Boston and Vicinity and is actiTS in Society 
work among these grota*. Ho receives #75 P*r week salary* 



b6 K lam) address unknown, -who returned fro* Oeramny juot 
prior to his «»ployie*mT"in SOptoaber 195?. Bo alloc** to bars boon omployod 
by an iarresbaent firm in Oaxwiach, OOxmany. Ho is being groomed for a respoa- 
siblo position, vi thin too Society. Ho was a member of tho 0. S. army Air 
Pore* during world War II, bat his present military activity, If say, is unknown. 



I b6 . 

girl, .who typo* eurTespeuSene* for tho Socioty . Sh* obtainsd h*r position 
through hsr father, who booaa* acquainted with Welch whoa Welch daliTsrod a 
laetsre at an .unknown Protectant church in lolmomt. 



a local high >obool 



r~b6 

lances,' * 



^, b6 ,i rb 6 

who handles finances, to- innlane i>ftyrolls and probably, know* more concerning 
tho Society than any person other than Welch* Sh* works to support a sick 
haabandj la not in sympathy with tho Socioty, "and would pr obably bo happy to. 
provide a goT*rri»*nt agency with any desired information* | b6 ^ *3. ft*r 
quentJy expressed to Source h*r dislike for tho Sooloty, ana: an* -nas never 
become a Society aombor. 

i . (Continaod) 
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ROBERT WELCH, IWaXWCBJlTXD 
Biliecnt tfi, Wsieaehasotta 



b6 ~1 — ti t m s mi j-ia m , «b» sienpied Use jjoaiti** bow' 

J WAV MS ay Welch, t* tsgust 



held by | b6 

uotoown to Source. | b6 |m ss eoaocctad with en acfaMsatieB called the Liberty 
Lobby, and Source rEaXITreiadiaa; asterial eritteei \tf kS» Kd psfrMiiwi ill the 
name of the liberty Lobby, Sua Francieoo, California, *&oh was expressly 
rltriolic In its critic!** *f President Eisenhower for Ms alleged 

and pro-SesltisK. 



Th« John Birch Society vii rueeed in better of Jefca tireh, saV JeMtlon 
Baptish missionary, vto vtt killed, a*eord±ng Ve Wish, Toy th* Chinese 
Cowauttista, on ?$ iusast 19k5. A hook, entitled, *The Life ef ".JeUa Birch*, 
written by Welch, ve* published in 155a by tfcw Esfcry a*gossry Cssyeror* 



The ultimate ain of the Society 1* to teeca* e third poUtifsl party 
la the United States tad, eventually, rule of the country. This is te be 
eeconplisheo by uniting all enti-Cooseniat orgsaitatiooa and indlvi*ftels 
-under the leader shin of the John Birch Society. 9o*a>ee could not ait* specifies 
4js concerns the progrr* of crolatioo into- e political force. 



According t» | b6 |th» Society i» p r es en tly organised into 

appro xiaately 3ti separate chapter*, with a total naafcership of 1260 persons. 
Source is personally aware of the existence of chapters in Belaoai and Beaton, 
bat has seen correspondence fro* chapters in Chicago, 131, tarda) Seer fork City, 
And uafcnean cities in California, sad Florida. 

» » • 

Each chapter- is required to have a vastly seating, ahiefc is Bald la 
the hose of the chapter Le ader* In. Belmont, the nacting is car Tharsdsy, la . 



b6 



I Discussion is supposed to center aroaSst the Weekly 
DtSSfti and edited fey Welch, perecoally , aad mailed to 



the facae of 

Swlletia, *nlCE la nrl 

e*ch chapter. A. taped reproduction of the speech aad* by Welch, at' the ergan- 
UeUoa satins i* January 1959, is on hand in each chapter. This tape, .six 
t-ouTB in length, la used whenever the chapter recei-res a request far a speaker. 
Normal procedure is to divide the speech into three sessions of tan hours each* 
"he taped speech is used because Welch does' not desire indiridaal Seeiety 
•seatbers to Make speeches; they only stake lntrodeetery r as arts sad scsjsa* 
'.uostions after tha tape has bean heard. Society *esbers are to be slart to 

rwtunitles to present the taped leeturae, through normal social, church, 
ar« r aiaees contacts. Welch stresces contact aitb Catbalie ora^x&satlon* 
because, although s Protestant himself, he feel* that tfeto' Catholic church 
is saore aili.tant. in its stand against Cowcsanlg*-. The djaciaion to present ■ 
-»he t*. -»i speech is made only by. the chapter leader, t%0 personally nskes the 
rra^entati — . * psrty of interested persona la usually held at the heete »f 
.'»* oi t he u- .'acta e nd, after a brief discussion, the taped speec h is pr*- 
ser* *d. " ' ~ ~ - - - -' 



b6 



I of tbe Boston chapter, is particularly active in 
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m i flan determines 



orvAflisliig theee reetings. Response te the Initial 
whether Meetings will be bald te present the two WWMdjdpf 
So notes or other'metbod of reproduction are pereitte* at these meetings* 
Source is nmwre or any presentations being made to ■embers of the military, 
either individually or in groups j however, in August or Se p temb er 19$$ 9 Welch • 
ipeke at the Harvard Club, lev tork City* and Source recalls typing invitfctieos 
to two retired and one active doty II. 5« Army general office**, news net re-, 
called * Source does not too*- whether they attended or not* S8BJECT smde at 
least ons previous speaking appearance at the Harvard dob In Hew Tork City, 
details unknown. 

* * 

Persons vho s-ov interest in taking active perticipetiom ih'snti-. 
Cocroinist activity, alter attending a taped session, are fives the opportunity 
to Join the Society. Source is unsware of any specifie investigations eoo- 
oueted on new members, bat is aware that Inquiries ere made, on a personal 
basis, through social contacts* A new member is given * m e m b ersh ip card and 
si ■ma a request for M embers hip. Member* pay %Z per month dues; however, those 
who can afford to, pay More, ikeh chapter leader, is repaired te smhmit a 
KonthXy report to Society Headquarters, covering meetings, mcmbtrmtalp, and 
activities. There reports are all Maintained by j b6 .j who aete as 

coordinator, and reports all pertinent information to vfoLch. 

Welch has prepared a so-called "Bltte -Book 11 which is an- omtlise ef - 
his taped speech, but *iich is seech more moderate la it* spprem o h , to the 
extent of the Comocnist penetration of the United States . Qbvei meant, since it 
is intended for sale to the general pnblia. As Of September T&$9, this beck 
had not been printed. 



At the tine of the visit to the Baited States by Soviet 
Khrushehev, instruct! cms as to how Society members rbcvM est, specifies 
unknown, were sent, out by Welch, together with black arm beads, sMftfi- 
to. be worn by Society Members for the duration of Xhraml»hev-»e visit* 
Source beard discussions as to the possibility of sheeting tsar asb >hsv, bet 
doesn't believe that the conversant* mere ecteally serious In their latent. 



, It is planned that a moving .pietere of Welch, at se en tin g him speech, 
will be made and etilised in lie* of. the taped version* Velcfc ham stated that 
? 20,000 has been pledged for this psrpoee. Fmtmre plana els* eaU for the 
establishment of reading raemev oontaiainf antj-Ciisssiril at literaWre te >e opes 
to the general pmblic* All oh^fters have been rsqsirsd temsthegt aestes ef 
'potential recipients of written materiel from the Society*' 



Other than activitiee oetlined above, ScuToe is wnsmsre ef amy . 
eoecific activitiee- undertaken by the John Birch Society. Scarce, presided 

(tismtlmned.) 
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asvs w i wc Uter aa 
ai Xsaaaofcaftrtta* 1 b6 
, - _.- - par:yaa*» . 
aaaa iMvpimu - jean 




lfceatad 3s 5a 8pcin«&a^£S«lyaka 
» a*lary, aaliarad to b* a^psoa&i 

action ta tfalah atwoaarlbf 1 b6 _j —m - ».w -,n. , k 

wara. diet**** by wittaa ir»tr*«tlo«^f CT» -Ifclcii. '1bk^*~thi* «&ifc «aa 
hi* aponaor <■*». mt ilMd by I b6 |l b6 I ''WUM^Hf 
W»leh'a poblWtt— tatrltu t^gj^ T . ' — : 

S fihl — i , a feraar Cowwitt, Clad Caa«iioal*v*kia abas th* tisgba* *r«r #Be^EB3l 
that country, Scdalaaa, spend* ansa of hla «l*a in fcrrona.ant bis artiila* which 
«pp«*r in A aartoaa <>plnlori «ra •wtita»d, Swnray** ' 



fcci-rrty aaployad bf Ti-*2a*d Ufa 
.oawtirlbatar ©f wrtarlsl'flr aaarlaSa Oplalan . 



An vnbncnm ratira* B. t* ftnqr faaaral, aba actat.aa * Tutktoj at • 
Goocrasa, rsprw— nting tt*lee*a vlaab* Thi* (antral radAaa-li. Uwthlagtott and 
la o* *aleh«a payroll. 



WaloJi also o&Btribmta d toaarda <i*£r*TiMx 
n&tionally-toovn radio g o— * flot*tor | b6 1 



t ncmr a d by 
(Oeotinnad) 



t tyrn 
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the «K»tiOy maea&m trnttAxm. Opli&oa* ^SSj^^J^jbU^BjL^f^r >' . ,g . 
I»tSfiiPoa*nED, print* «*tfbt tfe««knd" eotfk'iieBW* ^ rt^Gaitf ar.^r df «»<*.*. 
IT* p«id for 1)7 «&#«riptlaR, Tbo f^it.MTor s fe'ia&ta *» po^p^pfiS-iMQ; bo 



'intmttid. x «ull tt M>w.*r * d3*fac$JoUd 1 b6 
*tor#» ood ether tt'orw ribfcra **g*i$2BO* »ro for 
ptflSLlc, *ro **iloo to pro^pMrtiv* ot uitg w oto 

tfarot^h th» John Birch Sooloty, e&Me 1 Valch 



OBJ^*OT*1IJ»0 

aM|& of 

mdLHse H*i» with othor tati»C cwa«Bl»t p^BUetttoo»» dtrt££!M* in 
addition to «rtl«loa wrilfaBi ty | b6 | «*d flot&wK, tffcljfo gj>gi*ii l3M$or^ 
b6 ]« f otmr m 



oF 



•toff of tbo Jjtfo.lU.SV. fioisator 



-,\£oDir*l, OfA <rotir*d) jad froqiaoertly. 



•fro* _ i 

J ooo p h WcCwthy, Albert C* 4 

rooofcfoo «>f rljl.-r ma Utit Bjjilto'fFSr »• flotartftp Barry MttttMy "Soweo 
boXleiroO th*t | b6 | 1» on pijWLU ~ ' ' "J'TiTv 

Welch odito all'««t*ri«l Apocrine 

trtielM .Mawolf • In odditiott to {to «*«il8»j'*k** p&Ut 

■hlch «r« ci«tribct*d froo «»S 0oiA throve i iifpi ' Vl io o o tl i in; fawrloci _ppinlofc» 
SSoaroo cut rocoll tw>t ■SojMJist of toreri«EH l^^»fll«^oiaI» *eofcl* ; . 

"'*''' -Seta*, fro» 
Bd* i*iSi**t» i*» 



B toow OomMoioto*. So u r c o ptrticn&o-ly roeoll* 
Welch Hits, sho cm a 'n*gftX!a» ftft>li«bod of *-.^tftat.. 
«hi<& IWXefa eopioc his powpt^U 3ho ¥«lch 
ouurco* 




v r ) b6 



<J3r*ct*a by W^lofc. spoilt*- iai tfco trootafeam 
dlvidod into sootl** «*oh jM^fu—tjiTia i*j ' 

Uyaafl* iM9i.«f tl* owpkrioi-of tact* ttnrl* «wi 
eocntry cad thro«^ho«ct tho world. 



twttaw* X»«Oors of tte sotMU ?3fpio*i M3««^ii^:iat£^l 




-B» act«sfLtl for U m! . 

tl Ut is dovotod to. »tt-&gmm&&_ tipudliiAiSM* 
3**&&&T Kocrrw^ iJtitWt fiOMStoi •UrtftitTt 
Wtlch w> tho fUoa for rtmrth iw%«ti«l 
as crtihls. 
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lelmont 7h, vaaaaehuse* ta 



t MKarTcri 



Money for ROBERT WXLCH, INCORPORATED^ Is 
Source heard .<'H.'-*CT eolieititig funds fro* acqiitf' T -_ v 
by teleohone, to usift him to combat the coming "f4ra&*f 
United -Stale?, ."curce heard Welch ce mmtnt that h**^.-^*. 
*100 jOOO. Thit mane? was soeat by tb* 4Jom«dttse ftjffiafr S 1p*ftVl 
which, r r.ot oiMT«ted entirely »T VolcnV'ls UrtU^^KSST^ 
Much, of tr.'.s money wae apent in fall-<p*ge newspaper a»*r«ft^|. 
atrainst the vV- «t of Khruahcher end urging tha public to eWwaSM 



man. ^-urce '.•t.1fv«B that Walch received mostey from bis brother; nam* «htaown, 
vi.o ooer«tee ■ .« Ja-»s*s 0. Welch Candy Coapany, &T0 Main Street, Cm£ta£tfg%« 



b6 1 told Source that Welch left the business ^est .prior . 

to Jnrumrjr 1/ », because of his brother's insistence that "h« not est'tt* 
candy (x.nines* .rwolved in his mti-Coacranist actiritiaa . At the seals tfLns," 
Welch was to".-. . by t.ia brother, to eetablish a bask account sepsrsts from that 
maintained in the r.ane of the candy company* 

In c »'iv«mter 1939* Source quit her position with \felca bmoause at a 
distaate .for t: e type of work being conducted by him,, ielich M s m s S t* Sosrc* 
to be striking*.' -litlar ♦ o the eetiTities.br Hitler prior to bin rise tm-- 
rover. 



Source stated that she told much of the- foregcinf, tof 



b6 



of the Oem&n Consulate and, in reply to her query, he advised Source not to 
report this in: creation to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 



\ **te»u»c **c &*u*ajtTiom \A much* tton 



| b6 
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.n -""".C Group 
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(CtTIZENSHtP) On 16 Deeeabisr 1959, the file* ef the leedgration end 
Haturaliiation Sarrlca, IgO trcaont Stfreet, Boston, Kaeaachusette, wrt exs»- 
ined concerning " b6 1 tinnr vm&trs* of Kebsrt WAA, end re- 

vealed tb» foU&WlftJf lMortt*ttoni 

2a».« of feirxb? • 
Piice of Sixth i 
Last Foreign Residence: 

X*r-.t»i 3tatus-. 
Children! 

Date of irriY*l in United 
States » 

Port of teriTalj 
Occu patient 




5 June 



Nov Toric, Hw Tea* 
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The files of the following agencies were cheeked 



(LOCAL VgNCKS) _ 
concerning | b 6 I source of inf ormtiofe 'ooncernlni SUBJECT, an 

dates shewn with r#s\iits Uv6ickted» 



16 Q«c«*bKr 1959 Massachusetts Board of Probation, 
Boston, Meeeaofanactta 



18- m»cw6>«r 19*9 



Bureau. of Identlf ication, 
?o»ton, Massachusetts 



No Record 

Mo Record 



iOSNT'S .(CT V .S t Tha Haeeachasette Board of Probation is a ©antral 
repository for all ttooorda of arrest which result in conviction in the Caoaooafcealth 
of Massachusetts. Records of arrest* for drunkenness and eose Minor traffic 
violations Which do not result in conriction are recorded for court reference* 
Massachusetts lav forbinda the disclorore of arm at or conviction records for 
offenses eossmitt©>j prior to an Individuals savehteenth birthday. 
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